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Dzerjinsky was speaking,
"Our Workers' Government is in very serious danger. Why
should I conceal anything from you ? Internally, we are young and
inexperienced. There are too few who understand what is needed
of us. We are handicapped by lack of technicians of all kinds. We
have few doctors. We have fewer motor-mechanics. We lack also
foremen, captains, men who can be the sub-leaders of our enter-
prises. Over all Russia we lack simple means of conveying simple
ideas to the people, particularly the peasants, among whom the
need of a new education is most urgent. There is a great new world
to be built, all over the world, but first in Russia. I am convinced
that we shall build it if we are given time. We must have time to
cut our teeth. We have started on the most stupendous task men
have ever consciously set themselves. The bigger the job, the more
the enemies. We have many enemies outside and many enemies
inside. Our Red Army must deal with the enemies attacking our front,
It is my commission to combat all enemies attacking from the rear.
"Citizen Blair, I am determined that this new world shall be
allowed to grow. If it takes twenty-five years, even fifty years, of
struggle and sorrow, it will not be too big a price to pay. Whatever
time is needed, I shall see that we secure it. I shall protect this new
world of ours against its enemies, whatever the cost.
"The purchase of time has already begun. In the last week we
have killed more than a thousand of our enemies in cold blood,
Threats of terror will be met with greater terror. For every life a
hundred lives. We shall be relentless in the suppression of counter-
revolution, all forms of resistance and sabotage. The more ruthless
we are, the shorter will be the period of our ruthlessness. What
other way is open to us ?"
As Ms eyes looked into the balls of mine he seemed to be address-
ing not me but the world behind and beyond me.
"What else can we do with the world outside against us ? We
have England, America, France, Japan, with armies on our ter-
ritory. Counter-revolutionary armies are marching from Siberia,
from the Don, from Archangel. The peasants may turn against us
any day. The bourgeoisie within is impatient for our collapse and
thousands are working for it. The governments of England, France,
and America are using secret agents to foment revolt and sabotage
against us. We must defend ourselves. Hesitation would be suicide.
If we fail now it will all have to come again. History has given us
this opportunity. It would be treason to abandon it. I am not a
cruel man, not even a hard man. But if the success of the revolution
demands that I be a hammer, I am a hammer. If it needs a sickle, I
ain a sickle."